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According to Diego Garcia-Sayan, director of the Andean Jurists Commission, a root fungus is
proving effective at eliminating coca plants in the upper Huallaga valley. He said the fungus has
accomplished far more than eradication efforts. A study by the National Agrarian University
identified fusarium oxysporum as the fungus responsible for killing an estimated 6,250 ha. of a total
104,000 ha. of coca in the valley. First signs of the fungus which attacks the roots, causing the leaves
to wilt and the plant to die quickly were reported two years ago. (Source: Associated Press, 01/03/92)
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